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Preferred Proofs Age 


There has never before been such a demand. for 
proof of age as at the present time. The Veterans’ 
Administration, Social Security Board, Railroad 


Retirement Board, Civil Service Commission and 


Department of State, all government agencies, have 
outlined their preferences in the types of evidence 
necessary to prove age in their respective depart- 


ments. The United States Bureau of the Census, 


with the Social Security Board, has prepared a sum- 
mary in three preference groups which is reproduced 
here for the benefit of the large numbers of individ- 
uals who demand this information from local regis- 
trars of vital statistics. It should be noted that in 
every department the certified copy of the birth 
record is given first preference. The birth certificate 


has become, without doubt, the most useful legal docu- 


ment of the average American citizen. 

Demands for proof of age have shown a marked 
increase during the past few years, largely as a result 
of governmental requirements. This is especially true 
for the filing of claims for pensions and other benefits 
provided under social security legislation. 

For proof of age, the most acceptable evidence is 
a certified copy of a birth certificate filed at the time 
of birth. A certificate placed on file at a later date, 
especially if filed at a time when there is a specific 
purpose for doing so, has comparatively little value 
as proof of the facts stated thereon. In such cases, 


other information must be presented. Original census 
records afford evidence acceptable to courts and other 
agencies but should be used only as a last resort. 


The following summary divides the evidence of 
proof of age into three preference groups. Group 1, 


Types Given First Preference, includes only records - 


made at the time of birth or very shortly thereafter. 
Group 2, Types Given Second Preference, includes 
records which are usually considered acceptable 
without corroboration, although evidence from two 
or more sources may be required if circumstances 
warrant. Group 3, Types Given Third Preference, 
includes records which usually require corroboration 
from two or more sources. | 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
(Passport Regulation) 


T'ypes Given First Preference 


Certified copy of public record of birth. 
Certified copy of church record of baptism, provided that 


these records were created within a short time after date of 
birth. 


Types Given Second Preference eee 
Affidavit of parent, physician, nurse, or midwife~, who 

attended birth. 

Types Given Third Preference = 


Affidavit* of a reputable person have sufficient knowledge 


‘to be able to testify as to the place and date of birth, incor- 


porating briefly therein how and through what source the 
knowledge was acquired. 
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SOCIAL SECURITY BOARD | : | Types Given Second Preference | 
Bureau of Old-Age Insurance — Qriginal or certified copy of family record was made at 
time of birth or shortly thereafter. This must be accompanied 
Types Chien First Preference by affidavit of Notary Public. | 
Certified copy of public record of birth, or certified state- Statement from attending physician based upon his profes- 
ment of date shown on such public record. _ sional record. 
Certified copy of church record of infant baptism. U. S. Census records showing earliest available record of age. 
S t | 
Statement of two other persons knowledge Types Préference 
School records. 
Types Given Second Preference Naturalization papers. 
Bible or family records. Immigration records. 
_ Certified copies of excerpts from business, fraternal, school, Passports. 
governmental, or other similar records. Insurance policies. one 
Data supplied by government agencies, an aiithosiend. Affidavits of parents, relatives, or other persons. 
Other documents (including insurance records and pass- Other documents. ‘ ‘ 
ports), or evidence deemed by board to be of probatory: vie (Two or more of above forms of evidence are desirable. ) 


acceptable to the board. 


VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 
Types Given Third Preference 


No type given | Types Given First Preference 
Ee : Certified copy of public record of birth. 
Bureau of Public Assistance : Certified copy of church record of baptism. 
Teas Given First Preference ‘Types Given Second Preference 
Accepted without investigation: Affidavit of attending physician. | : 
Certified copy of public record of birth. ae. Affidavit of midwife in attendance at birth. 
Transcript of birth record. : : Affidavits of two or more persons (preferably disinterested ) ; 
Types Given Second Preference | Types Giwen Third Preference 
Accepted without investigation, unless corroboration seems Bible or other family record of birth, certified as to date 
desirable: | when made. 
Baptismal and parish records. | U. 8. Census records. 


U. S. Census records. 
Marriage records of applicant or his children. 


Records of school, homestead, naturalization, voting regis- SMALLPOX MORE PREVALENT 


tration, and court. Military records. | ; ae 
1 | Immigration papers. Outbreaks of smallpox in four localities of the state 


Passports. Poll tax exemption certificates. were investigated during February. In one com- 
Types Given Third Preference 


Corroboration. from two or more sources usually required: ty thirty cases had occurred since December 12, 


Family register, town and county histories; records of hos- 1938. Most of them were mild and presumably there 


pital, midwife, employment, trade union, fraternal organiza- have been missed cases. More than 12,000 school 
tion, tombstone, slave sale, and vaccination. | 


Bible records: Who’s Who. children have been vaccinated by the city health 
: Fishing, hunting, and drivers’ licenses ; legal papers; insur- department and 60 per cent of the school children 


he have received this protection against the disease. 


RAILROAD RETIREMENT BOARD 


Types Given First Preference 


Certified copy of public or church record of birth. 


Records of school, insurance, trade union, marriage, natural- © Seven cases of diphtheria in one rural community 
ee and family. Passports. were investigated. All were mild. Recommendations 
_ Fraternal records. were made for the adoption of control measures. In 
Military records. | | 
| were investigated. oms suggestive of diph- 
dame: theria were found in three immediate contacts. It 
: Drivers’ permits. was learned further that the first case was unrecog- 
nized and the patient was ill for nearly a month 
Newspaper and magazine clippings. before diagnosis was made. 
Poll tax exemption certificates. 
Affidavits. 


Other documents considered equally or more reliable. 
| Ww re always ng care ir nea 
Types Given Third Preference eople Oa y 4 0 e 


No type given are like misers, who are hoarding up a treasure which 


they have never spirit enough to enjoy.—Sterne. 
CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 


Types Gwen First Preference 


Certified copy of public record of birth. ‘a To become a thoroughly good man is the best 


Certified copy of baptismal or other church record. 4s . 
(Above records must be based on information filed at prescription for keeping a sound mind = a sound 


time of birth or shortly thereafter.) body.—Bowen. 
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VENEREAL DISEASE LEGISLATION 


Several important bills pertaining to the control of 
venereal diseases have been introduced during the 
present session of the Legislature. Among them is 


A. B. 493, which provides for prenatal tests for 


syphilis. 

The bill was introduced by Assemblymen Hugh M. 
Burns, Heisinger, Garland, Kepple, Kilpatrick, Cor- 
win, Dilworth, Redwine, Knight, Mrs. Daly and Miss 
Eleanor Miller. 

S. B. 130, introduced in the Senate by Senators 
Fletcher, Biggar and Kenny, is a companion bill. 


A. B. 4938, the text for which follows, has passed 


the Assembly and at this writing is before the 
Senate : 


An act providing for the protection of unborn chil- 


dren and the public health by requiring examinations © 


of pregnant or recently delivered women for syphilis, 
providing penalties for the violation of the provisions 


thereof, and providing an on for the ad- 
ministration of the act. 


The people of the State of California do enact as 
follows: 


Section 1. Every licensed physician and surgeon 


or other person engaged in prenatal care of a preg- 


nant woman or attending such woman at the time of 
delivery shall obtain or cause to be obtained a blood 
specimen of that pregnant or recently delivered 
woman, at the time of the first professional visit or 
within ten days thereafter. The blood specimen thus 
obtained shall be submitted to an approved laboratory 


for the standard laboratory test for syphilis. For the 


purposes of this act, an approved laboratory shall be 


a laboratory approved by the California State Depart-— 


ment of Public Health, or any other laboratory the 
director of which is licensed by said State Department 
of Public Health according to law. In submitting 
such specimen to the laboratory the physician shall 
designate that this is a prenatal test or a test follow- 
ing recent delivery. 


Sec. 2. For the purpose of this act a standard 
laboratory blood test shall be a test for syphilis ap- 
proved by the California State Department of Public 


Health. In case of question concerning accuracy of 


tests prescribed in this act, it shall be mandatory upon 
the State Department of Public Health to accept 
specimens for checking purposes from any district in 
the State. 


Sec. 3. The California State Department of Public 
Health shall issue a ‘‘Prenatal Test Laboratory 
Report Form’’ to be distributed upon application to 
all laboratories approved to do tests called for in this 
act. Any laboratory doing tests called for in this 
act shall prepare the report in triplicate. The original 
of this report shall be transmitted by the laboratory 
doing such test to the physician submitting the speci- 
men. The duplicate report shall be forwarded at 
weekly intervals to the California State Department 
of Public Health. The triplicate shall be retained 


by the laboratory for filing and shall be open at any 
time for inspection by an authorized representative 
of the California State Department of Public Health. 


Sec. 4. All laboratory reports shall be confidential 
and shall not be open to public inspection. 


Sec. 5. Any licensed physician and surgeon, or 
other person engaged in attendance upon a pregnant 
woman or a recently delivered woman, or any repre- 
sentative of a laboratory who violates the provisions 
of this act shall be guilty of a misdemeanor; pro- 
vided, however, every licensed physician and surgeon 
or other person engaged in attendance upon a preg- 
nant or recently delivered woman, who requests such 


- specimen in accordance with the provisions of section 


1, and whose request is refused, ‘shall not be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. 


See. 6. If any section, clause 


or phrase of this act is for any reason held to be 
unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions thereof. The 
Legislature hereby declares that it would have passed 
this act, and each and every section, subsection, sen- 
tence, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the 
fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, 


sentences, clauses or phrases be declared unconsti- 
tutional. 


To preserve health is a moral and religious duty, 
for health is the basis of all social virtues. We can 
no longer be useful when not well.—Johnson. 


MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 
| March 18, 1939 


Chickenpox 


1218 cases: Alameda County 18, Alameda 15, Berkeley 7, 
Livermore 12, Oakland 57, Piedmont 1, Butte County 6, Chico 
4, Gridley 9, ‘Colusa 3, Contra Costa County 6, Antioch 11, El 
Cerrito a Richmond 1, Fresno County 10, Fresno 35, Sanger 7. 
Orland 1, Imperial County 5, El Centro oe Holtville : Inyo 
County 14, Kern County 13, Tehachapi 1, Lake County 1, Los 
Angeles County 78, Alhambra 7, Burbank 2, Compton 2, 
Covina 1, Glendale 13, Huntington Park 12, Inglewood 1, Long 
Beach 29, Los Angeles 162, Monrovia 27, Pasadena 20, Pomona 
i Redondo 1, San Gabriel 3, San Marino 1, Santa Monica 5, 
South Pasadena 1, Lynwood 3, South Gate 13, Monterey Park 
1, Madera County 10, Madera 1, Chowchilla 5, Mill Valley 4, 
Yosemite National Park 1, Mendocino County 1, Point Arena 10, 
Merced County 9, Los Banos 6, Merced 20, Pacific Grove 2. 
Calistoga 1, Orange County 6, Anaheim 8, Fullerton 1, Orange 
1, Santa Ana 1, Roseville 2, Riverside County 6, Beaumont 1, 
Sacramento County 34, Sacramento 9, San Bernardino County 
3, Ontario 3, Redlands 3, San Diego County 12, Chula Vista 5, 
Coronado 1, El Cajon 4, Escondido 1, National City 24, Ocean- 
side 12, San Diego 109, San Francisco 76,. San Joaquin County 
23, Stockton 29, Tracy 2, San Luis Obispo County 7, ory 
Robles 9, San Mateo County 1, Burlingame 4, Daly City 3 
Redwood City, 1, San Bruno 1, San Mateo 2, Santa Barbara 
2, Santa Maria 1, Santa Clara County 12, Mountain View 3, 
Palo Alto 6, San Jose 8, Vallejo 1, Sonoma ‘County 4, Petaluma 
1, Red Bluff 8, Tulare County 20, Dinuba 28, Porterville 2 
Tulare 2, Ventura County 5, Fillmore 1, Santa Paula il, Yolo 
County 2, Woodland 5. 


Diphtheria 


37 cases: Alameda 1, Richmond 1, Los Angeles County 3, Los 
Angeles 15, San Fernando 1, Santa Monica 1, Pacific Grove 1, 
San Bernardino County 2, San Diego 2, San Francisco 2, Stock- 


ton 1, San Luis Obispo County 2, San Jose 3, Ventura County 
1, Yuba’ County 1. 


German Measles 


44 cases: Alameda County 3, Berkeley 2, Oakland 1, Martinez 
1, Fresno County 3, Los Angeles County 2, Glendale 1, Inle- 
wood 1, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 9, Pasadena 1, Redondo 1, 
Corona’ 1, San Bernardino County 2, San Diego County 2. 
Escondido 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 2, San Joaquin County 
2, San Luis ‘Obispo County 1, Visalia 5. 


Aw 


— tere 


¢ 
4 
4 
¢ 
| 
a’ 
‘ 


36 Weekly:.Bulletin, California Department of Public H = March 25, 1939 


influenza 


211 cases: mane ee 38, Oakland 1, Fresno County 3, Kern 
County 1, Los Angeles County 8, Alhambra 7, El Segundo l, 
Glendale ‘1, Long Beach 4, Los Angeles 66, Pasadena 16, San 
Gabriel 1, South Pasadena 2, Hawthorne 1, Bell 1, Madera 
County 5, Grass Valley 6, Roseville 32, San Diego County 1, San 
Francisco 9, Palo Alto 1, Santa Clara 1, Healdsburg 1, Corn- 
ing 2, Santa Paula 1, Yolo County 1. 


Malaria 


4 cases: Los Angeles 1, Pasadena 1, Santa Clara County 1, 
Yuba County 1. 


4392 cases: Alameda County 98, Alameda 153, Albany 41, 
Berkeley 284, Emeryville 17, Hayward Z, Oakland 508, Pied- 
mont 13, San Leandro 26, Butte County 1, Gridley 1, Colusa 
County 1, Contra Costa County 255, Antioch 16, El Cerrito 12, 
Martinez 18, Pittsburg 10, Richmond 63, Walnut Creek 2, Fresno 
County 14, Fresno 28, Glenn County 1, Humboldt County 7. 
Arcata 6, Inyo County 18, Bishop 26, Kern County 1, Bakersfield 
3, Lake County. 20, Los Angeles’ County 138, Alhambra 9, 
Arcadia 2, Azusa re Burbank 9, Compton 4, Culver City 2, 
El Monte "2, Segundo Glendale Hermosa 2, Hunting- 
ton Park 3, Inglewood 5, Long Beach 119, Los Angeles 701, 
Manhattan 1, Monrovia 8, Montebello 1, Pasadena 16, Redondo 
15, San Fernando 2, San Gabriel 3, Santa Monica 10, Sierra 
Madre 1, South Pasadena 3, Whittier 1, Torrance 14, Lynwood 
10, Hawthorne 1, South Gate F Monterey Park 2, Maywood 2, 
Bell 1, Gardena 3, Madera County 5, Chowchilla 5, Marin County 
12, Mill Valley 10, San Rafael 20, Mendocino County 3, Merced 
County 4, Gustine 7, Merced 2. Monterey County 15, King 
City 1, Monterey 1, Napa County 4 Calistoga 1 Napa 2, Orange 
County 18, Fullerton 1, Huntington Beach 24, Newport Beach 1, 
Santa Ana 2, La Habra 1, Laguna Beach 1, San Clemente 1, 
Placer County 3, Roseville 9, Riverside County 32, Banning 7, 


Beaumont 2, Corona 6, Perris 4, Riverside 63, San Jacinto 2, — 


Indio 13, Palm Springs 4, Sacramento County 31, Sacramento 
273, North Sacramento 4, San Bernardino County 30, Ontario 
19, San Bernardino 22, San Diego County 11, Coronado 1, La 
Mesa 2, National City 20, San Diego 86, San Francisco 201, 
San Joaquin County 27, Lodi 12, Stockton 63, San Luis Obispo 
County 29, Paso Robles 23, San Mateo County 35, Burlingame 4, 


Daly City 5, Redwood City 13, San Bruno 2, San ‘Mateo 2, South 


San Francisco 4, San Carlos 1, Menlo Park 8, Santa Barbara 
County 12, Lompoc 1, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 120, 
Los Gatos 2 Mountain View 2, Palo Alto 21, San Jose 75, 
Santa Clara "4, Santa Cruz County 22, Watsonville 4, Shasta 


County 1, Solano County 14, Vallejo 9, Sonoma County 38, 


Petaluma. 14, Stanislaus County 66, Modesto 9, Turlock 3. 


Tehama County 4, Corning 1, Red Bluff i; Tulare County 1, 


Porterville 1, Santa Paula 1, Yolo County 9, Davis 1. 


Mumps 


1117 cases: Alameda County 19. Alameda 4, Albany 8, Berk- 


eley 82, Hayward 7, Livermore 2, Oakland 117, Piedmont 12, 
San Leandro 6, Contra Costa County a2, Antioch 15, El Cer- 
rito 5, Martinez 34, Pittsburg 7, Richmond 10, Walnut Creek 
1, Fresno Coty 19, Fresno 3, Orland 9, Imperial County 
2, Kern Coumty 77, Delano 1, Los Angeles County 26, Bur- 
bank 1, Glendale 6, Los Angeles 42, Monrovia 1, Pasadena +7, 
Pomong. 4, Redondo 4, Santa Monica i, Madera County 17, 
Chowchilla 2, Marin County 1, Mill Valley 23, Mendocino 
County 26, Merced County 12, Gustine 1, Los Banos 16, Merced 
35, Atwater 2, Pacific Grove 2, Napa County 1, Orange County 
1, Santa Ana 1, Roseville 1, Plumas County 1, Riverside 
County 5, Banning 3, Beaumont 6, Corona 1, Riverside 7, 
Sacramento County 5, Sacramento 50, San Bernardino County 
13, Ontario 5, Redlands 1, San Diego County 27, Oceanside 3, 
San Diego 20, San Francisco 62, San Joaquin County 43, Stock- 
ton 30, San Luis Obispo County 17, San Luis Obispo 17, San 
Mateo County 3, Burlingame 7, South San Francisco I, Menlo 
Park 1, Santa Barbara 2, Santa Maria 1, Santa Clara County 
3, Palo Alto 1, San Jose 9, Santa Clara 1, Santa Cruz County 
6, Shasta County 4, Solano County 3, Fairfield 1, Rio Vista 1, 
Suisun 1, Vacaville 3, Vallejo 1, Healdsburg 1, Modesto 3, 
Turlock 8, Sutter County 1, Trinity County 6, Tulare County 
4, Lindsay 1, Visalia 9, Ventura County 1, Yolo County 12, 
Marysville 1. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


74 cases: Alameda County 1, Oakland 3, ‘Los Aneélen County 8, 
Los Angeles 22, Pasadena 2, Santa Monica 1, Torrance . 
Gardena 1, Orange County 2, Sacramento County 2, Sacramento 
4, San Diego County 4, San Diego 2, San Francisco 5, San 
Luis Obispo 1, Shasta County 1, Rio Visa 1, Modesto 2, Sutter 


County 1, Yuba City 2, Dinuba 1, Ventura County ¥ Yolo 


County 3, Woodland 1, Yuba County 1, California 1.* 


Scarlet Fever 
292 cases: Berkeley 7, Hayward 2, Oakland 5, Piedmont 1, 


Butte County 7, Chico 3, Colusa County 2, Williams 1, Contra 


Costa County 9, Fresno County 3, Fresno 1, Glenn County 2. 
Humboldt County 1, Imperial County 2; Inyo County 1, Kern 
County 6, Bakersfield 1, Los Angeles County 24, Alhambra 
as Claremont i, Compton 1, Glendale 4, Inglewood 1, Long 
Beach 4, Los Angeles 92, Montebello 1, Pasadena 2, Pomona 
4, Redondo 2, Santa Monica >. Lynwood 2, South Gate 2, 
Monterey Park 1, Madera County 1, Monterey County 1, Salinas 
3, Orange County 5, Orange 1, Santa Ana 4, Tustin 1, Plumas 
County 2, Corona 1, Riverside 1, Sacramento i San Bernar- 


dino County 4, Redlands 1, San Pica ap gr 8, San Diego 9, 
San Francisco. 21, Stockton. 1, sen Luis Obispo County 2, 
Burlingame 1, Santa Barbar dunt 3; Sante. Barbara 1 
Santa Clara County i, ‘Palo Jose: 2, Santa Clara 1, 
Santa County 3, dding 1, Solano County 
4, Vallejo 1, Sonoma Gounty: oO 6, Tulare piles 4, 
Dinuba 3, Oxnard 1, Yuba County 1 

40 cases: Fresno County 1, County” 
County 5, Long Beach 1, Sacramento County 2, San Bernar- 
dino County 1, San Luis Obispo County 6, San Luis Obispo 1, 
Santa Barbara. 1, Santa. Clara County 7, Tulare County 12, 
Yuba County 1, California 1.* 


Typhoid Fever 
No cases reported. 


Whooping Cough 


164 cases: Berkeley 2, Oakland 3, San Leandro 1, Contra 
Costa County 2, Fresno County 5, Kern County 3, Los Angeles 
County 9, Alhambra 4, Glendale 5, Hermosa 3, Huntington 
Park 1, Long Beach 18, Los Angeles 16, Redondo 2, Santa 
Monica 1, Marin County 5, Merced County 1, King. City 3, 
Orange County 2, Fullerton 18, Santa Ana 5, Laguna Beach 1, 
Riverside County 5, Sacramento i, Redlands 1, San Diego 
County 6, San Diego 17, San Francisco i. Burlingame 1, Daly 
City 2, Santa Barbara ‘County 4, Sonoma County 4, Ventura 
County 1, Oxnard 1, Yolo County 3, Woodland 4, Marysville a 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 
One case: Imperial County. 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 
4 cases: Fresno County 1, Sanger 1, Modesto 1, California 1.* 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
4 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 2, Santa Monica 1. 


Poliomyelitis 
One case: Watsonville. 


Tetanus 
One case: Los Angeles. 


Trachoma 
8 cases: Monterey County 7, Tulare County 1. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
2 cases: Redlands 1, San Joaquin County 3, 


Paratyphoid Fever 
One case: Tehama County. 


Trichinosis | 
One case: San Francisco. 


Typhus Fever 
One case: Porterville. 


Undulant Fever | 
2 cases: Maywood 1, Santa Clara County 1. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma 
2 cases: Fresno 1, Kern County 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 


5 cases: Los Angeles County 1, Pasadena 1, South San Fran- 
cisco 3. 


Relapsing Fever 
One case: Monterey County. 


Rabies (Animal) 


20 cases: Fresno County 1, Kern County 7, Los Angeles 
County 1, Los Angeles 2, Redondo 1, Torrance 1, Bell 1, Monte- 
rey County 2, Chula Vista 3, San J oaquin County ‘. 


Cases charged to “California” represent patients ill 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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